
September, 2008 
 
Aloha Everyone, here it is September already, school is up and 
running, coffee is ripening, life is full. I want to tell you about a new 
feature in our newsletter. Each newsletter will have an article 
about a person who is part of SKEA—all people from our        
community. Kathy McKown is in the spotlight this month. She is 
the teacher who makes the connection happen between teachers 
and SKEA artists in the schools. She runs workshops for new 
Teaching Artists, and more. Enjoy learning more about her.  
 
You will find a Mahalo list, again, people you may know, people 
from our community, who help us to continue doing what we do. 
By becoming a SKEA member, and maintaining your current 
membership, you are supporting taking the fine arts into seven 
public schools in South Kona and keeping them alive at SKEA. 
You have the opportunity to rent our space for classes, events, 
parties. You help us to maintain our site, so it is    enjoyable for all 
who come there.  
 
Our latest improvement is a new floor in the big room, no more 
splinters in the feet. We offer SKEA t-shirts for $10.00 to members 
$15.00 to non-members. Some of our classes offer discounts to 
SKEA members. Please consider joining SKEA, or renewing your 
membership. Together we are all helping bring fine arts into our 
schools and keeping the SKEA site available for community uses. 

 
Best wishes,  
Ellen Crocker, President  

OUR FEATURED MEMBER -- KATHLEEN McKOWN  
 
Kathy McKown has lived in Hawaii since 1991. She got her teaching 

certificate at UH-Hilo and taught English at Konawaena Middle 
School until 1998, when she began tutoring reading at Konawaena 
Elementary. She found her niche working with students one-on-one 
and has been there ever since, coordinating the reading tutoring 
activity for the school. 
 
Kathy began coordinating SKEA's Art of Learning program in 2005. 
"I love this job because nothing makes me happier than seeing kids 
participating in the arts," Kathy says. "Working in an elementary 
school I saw art and music instruction becoming a very low priority. 
SKEA's Teaching Artists provide high quality arts experiences for 
students who otherwise have little opportunity for creativity and self

-expression." 
 
Kathy’s contributions to the mission of SKEA are enormous. Her 
knowledge of potential funding sources and her grant-writing     
abilities have been instrumental in obtaining substantial funding to 
make these programs possible. 
 
Kathy McKown is the backbone of  the Artists in the Schools        
program. Through her work in this program, she directly affects the 
lives of our keiki, helping to open their eyes to the possibilities    
afforded by the arts, and enhancing their overall learning.  She had 
requests from at least 42 of the 47 teachers in our area for artists to 

come into their classrooms. This is a much greater representation 
than ever before. 
 
Kathy started the ImaginAction program at SKEA which brings an 
entire classroom of elementary school children at a time to SKEA, 
where they are able to enjoy an uninterrupted day of Art for Art’s 
Sake. They have done activities such as mask-making, and         
theatrical performances. .  
 
Through these programs, SKEA provides the arts to over 1000    
students. SKEA is the only Arts organization to do this in Hawaii, and 

we have been doing so since 1981. Mahalo nui, Kathy, for a job well 
done. We at SKEA hope to be working with you for many years to 
come. 
 

 
WE HAVE A NEW FLOOR!! The Hula Ladies are dancin’; the Pilates 
class is rolling in the aisles (OK, we don’t have aisles, but you get the 

picture) -- all puka- and splinter-free! If you haven’t been to the School-
house lately, stop by and marvel at the beauty of our wonderful (and red!) 
new dancing surface. And Mahalo nui to Charlie Crocker and Eddie Esco 

for making our long-held dreams a reality. Mahalo also to Jake and 
Garrett Stiles, Cherokee Shaner and Lao Thompson, Jose Franco, 

Donna Stiles for painting the floor a glorious red! 

Individual Membership

Family Membership 

Donor Membership 

Corporate Membership 

Patron Membership 

Sustaining 

Total: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$20.00 

$30.00 

$50.00 

$100.00 

$500.00 

$1000.00 
Other _________ 

Please make checks payable to  

SKEA 

 PO Box 256, Honaunau, Hawaii 96726 

 Donations are tax-deductible 

MAHALO NUI LOA! 

Payment can also be made through our 

website using PayPal or a credit card 

www.skea.org 

NAME(S) ________________________________________ 

 

  

  ADDRESS ______________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________ 

CONTACT 

 PHONE  ______________  (is this Home? Work? Cell?) 

 
  

  EMAIL __________________________________ 

 

SKEA MEMBERSHIP & DONATION FORM 
 

Your membership is important to us, and means that you are helping to sup-
port the arts and education in Kona. Our members receive our newsletter, 
discounts on SKEA offerings, the opportunity to rent our facility for a 
workshop or event, and announcements of upcoming activities.  
 
 Please mail in your check today, and welcome to the SKEA ohana!  

Many of SKEA’s programs are also supported by funding 

through the Hawai’i State Foundation on Culture and the 

Arts, and through appropriations from the Hawai’i State 

Legislature (and by the National Endowment for the    

Humanities) as well as the Hawai’i Community        

Foundation.  



A  H U I  H O U ,  K A H I K I N A  .  .  . 

 

The SKEA community bids a fond farewell to Irma ñKahikinaò DiCenzo, 

SKEA Board member and ukulele kumu, who has left us for what she 

hopes are the greener (or at least less voggy) pastures of Maui. So she 

thinks. Weôre betting she misses us as much as we miss her, and hope 

sheôll come back often to visit. with her uke and her lovely singing voice. 

 

.  .  .  A N D  W E L C O M E  L O R E N Z O 

 

While Auntie Irma can never be replaced, her job as ukulele teacher is 

now being admirably filled by Lorenzo Carlson. Heôs only been on the 

job a few weeks, but that short time heôs brought a new focus and energy 

to the group. His students look forward to a long and fun-filled relation-

ship. 

SKEA is pleased to announce the appointment of Katy Turner as Events 

Coordinator.  Many of you already know Katy as this past yearôs organ-

izer of the Spring and Summer Art Camps, as well as from her jewelry-

making classes. In her new position, Katy will continue to be responsible 

for the Art Camps, and in addition will be in charge of pulling together 

the special events at SKEA, starting with the Arts & More auction in 

January. We welcome Katy to the SKEA ohana!  
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AND THE NEXT BIG THING:  
 

òMauka Talent Showó 
Saturday, October 25 6:30 pm  

$5 to attend/$10 to participate  

One act/person ñPotluck food  

Call Ali at 896 -2944 for more information  

Donôt forget our ongoing classes and workshops. All are open to new 

members, regardless of experience level. Contact the teachers di-

rectly for more information: 

 

Tai Chi: Alice Sherer 323-3332 PO Box 1762 Kealakekua, HI 96750 

metalhare@hawaii.rr.com 

 

Hula: Mahina Saunders 345-4469 

alohamahina@yahoo.com 

 

Ukulele: Lorenzo Carlson 329-8846 

 

Pilates: Virginia Holte 329-8776 325-5480 

 

Sumi-e: Ellen Crocker 328-8131 

 

Pottery: 328-9665 

 

Yoga: Jennifer Buss (sometimes) 328-2250 

 

Voice Classes: Tricia Moorea: 987-7780 962-0009 

madmpele@gmail.com 

 

Fiber Arts Club: Catherine Wynne 328-8848, 

cmwynne@hawaii.rr.com; and  

Annabelle Treacy 322-0717, treacy22@aol.com  

On - going Classes  

MEMBERSHIP NOTES: 

If you receive this newsletter in the mail, and you mailing label is 

NOT WHITE, your membership has expired, or is about to expire, 

and IT IS TIME TO RENEW. If you have a white label, youôre in 

the clear for now, although SKEA gratefully accepts donations at 

any time. If you are reading this online and did not receive a paper 

copy, you are not on the mailing list, and you should contact the 

SKEA office, 328-9392, or <skea@hawaii.rr.com>, to get on the 

list.  

www.skea.org 
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